
New Staff Members
Introductions

Since the last newsletter, there have been two additions
to the staff- one in Moosonee and one in Owen Sound.
Here is a little about them

Christopher Kataquapit:

Chris hails from Moosonee, On, which is situated on the
shore of The "Mighty" Moose River leading to the James
Bay. Closet neighbour of Moose Factory Reserve,
Moosonee is a non-reserve with a 70% Native

population of 2500 - complete with a Mayor and Council
members. For 13 years previous, Chris had worked in
area schools as an educator in various forms, but had
taken a break in 2000. Just this past May, Chris
noticed a job posting with The Moosonee Native
Friendship Centre (MNFC), and immediately applied for
it. On June 13, Chris started his first day as the new
Literacy Coordinator, and has loved it ever since. The
MNFC have many programs including Aboriginal
Healing & Wellness, Aboriginal Family Support, Life
Long Care, Drop-In Centre & Outreach Service,
Recreation and Culture - to name a few. Chris is happy
to be part of a team who's vision statement includes a
commitment "to serve the Aboriginal population
throughout the seven stages of life by providing needed
resources to assist in establishing a better quality of life,
spiritually, culturally, socially, and economically".
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Pedobnoque Shawbedees:

Aiiniin and hello. My name is Pedobnoque Shawbedees,
but I’m better known as Poog, and I have been just hired
by the ONLC as the reception person for the Owen
Sound office. I look forward to working here and helping
to the best of my ability.

I am under contract until March 31, 2007, and am being
funded by the Huronia Area Aboriginal Management
Board or HAAMB for short. They are a Local Delivery
Mechanism.

I will be doing the newsletter until the end of my contract.
If anyone wishes to send something for publication in the
newsletter, please do not hesitate to do so. The e-mail
address is onlcinfo@bellnet.ca.

I graduated from Conestoga College, Kitchener in
Business software Applications. I also attended Loyalist
College in Belleville where I took print, photojournalism
and Newspaper layout and design.

I am a band member of Saugeen First Nation, and am
also from Waabseemoong First Nation, north of Kenora.
I look forward to working with the different program
practitioners over the next few months.
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ONLC Project Proposals

MTCU/NLS finally issued their annual call for proposals
for literacy programs, projects, or organizations. The
ONLC submitted nine separate proposals for funding
consideration. Unfortunately, the federal funding cuts
announced this past September has put this process on
hold temporarily.

MTCU has not yet decided how to handle the 2006/07
project proposals. So at this point we are still waiting to
hear from them.

The ONLC will devote a special section of every edition
of the Spider’s Web newsletter to the learners in the
Native literacy programs. We will include articles of
interest to learners as well as provide a forum for their
talents. We hope programs will support this idea and
encourage learners to submit their work.

WHAT THE WINDSOR
NATIVE B.E.S.T. PROGRAM

MEANS TO ME

I was never good in school in my younger years. I would
recall those unkind words of my educators telling me
that “I was stupid or that I was Indian”. “My kind would
not amount to very much but working in a factory or be
on government funding”. Hearing those unkind words
just made me think I would not reach my education
dreams. I ended up quitting school and getting married
at a young age.

Making that choice to enroll into the Native B.E.S.T.
Literacy Program through the local Native Friendship
Centre being in my fifties was scary and exciting all at
the same time.

There was a time when I first started the Native B.E.S.T.
Program that I was struggling with something. I would
review this with the Practitioner then the fear of old
memories came flooding back to me. I wanted to cry,
run away to hide even asked the Practitioner if I could
put a disc in the computer to show her something else
that I had worked on. What a wonderful kind woman
she was as she recognized my fears and gently replied,
“Yes, you can after you work on this” We discussed my
feelings and I was able to over come that feeling of
helplessness.

Learner’s Section


