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PROJECT UPDATES

Building Our Capacity for Excellence

As you may recall, this project is focused on bringing
three best practices to the field of Native literacy to
enhance our work with learners and communities.
Through the virtual classroom environment of Centra
practitioners can participate in three sessions offered
June 1st, September 14t and October 12, The June 1st
session with Hazel Jordan of the Lovesick Lake Native
Learning Centre presenting looked at taking a difficult
situation and making it positive. (Session Title: Learner
Recruitment. Public recording on Centra listed under
ONLC June 1, 2007.) Hazel is the Co-ordinator of the
program. She was faced with the news of a funding
reduction, subsequent direction from the Board of
Directors of the host program to move the program to a
remote area of the county, and there was very little time
to make these challenging adjustments. Hazel provided
us with some great problem solving and recruitment
ideas, and stretched herself as an online presenter, which
is not within her comfort zone at all' Hazel did an
excellent job and I sincerely enjoyed helping her get
ready for the June session (another challenge for her as
she was not planning on going first!). Way to go Hazel.

Since June Theresa Sims and | have been working on
her session, which is scheduled for September 14, It is
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all about historical factors as barriers to employment for
Aboriginal learners and strategies that will assist them
with moving forward to setting and meeting realistic goals
for themselves. | have been so educated during this
process and those of you who are able to attend the live
session I'm sure will find that you will gain a depth of
understanding learners and communities (even
yourselves) that will serve you well in the important work
of Native literacy.

As soon as Theresa’s session has been completed there
will be lots of action with Alesia Boyer and Janice Gamble
(Session 3: October 12) as we take what great stuff
they've been doing in Blind River and surrounding area
with regard to working with a local employer to create
realistic work materials that learners can use to go
directly to the job after LBS training. Good stuff! Plan to
join. Instructions for registering should be clear by now as
several emails have gone out, but if you are unsure of
how to register, call the ONLC 1 800 971-2255.

Prizes for Centra participants!

At the end of each of the three Centra modules there will

be an on-line draw for a that your
program can use to purchase new resources!

The draw for the first and second session will be
announced at the Sept. 14 Centra meeting.

Pat Powell



The working group continues to meet on-line weekly and
the work of turning the A-LAPS materials into a Native
Family Literacy Program for Ontario is going well.
Throughout this process members of the group have
generously volunteered their time and expertise to
address the tasks of amending activities, developing new
materials, correcting areas of concern, and generally
making the materials more culturally relevant.

The project’s Evaluation procedure has been finalized
and the first evaluation process, surveying the members
of the working group themselves, has taken place.

The level articulation specialist has received the first four
modules in draft form so she can begin her work of
establishing the essential skills/IALS levels and we are in
discussion about also being able to add a tool to allow
practitioners to cross reference those levels to the five
LBS levels they are most familiar with.

Copies of the first five draft module revisions have been
sent to the A-LAPS design team in Alberta for review and
we are hoping to be able to finish the last three module
revisions within the next couple of weeks.

| would like to formally thank the Family Literacy Working
Group, Cathy Noganosh, Darlene King, lan Jacobsen,
Linda Wright, and Lynn Mooney for their commitment to
this project and for all the hard work and creativity they
have brought to their work. A special thank you should
go to Cathy’s daughter Tanya, a Native artist, who is
creating new artwork for the manual and to Susan Taylor,
the project evaluator, who has been very generous in
volunteering her time to work on activity revisions and
background pieces purely out of her belief in our work.
Thanks also to Poog for her ideas and suggestions which
have been a great help.

Respectfully submitted by

Distance Essential Skills Training

Sioux Hudson Literacy Council is moving along with
getting Essential Skills online! We are currently working
on developing the course. Thank you to all the input from
you, the practitioner, at the ONLC conference. We have
taken what you have said into consideration when
deciding on the curriculum!

We are expecting to have our course ready to pilot in the
fall. We are going to limit enrollment to 20 in the pilot, but
would like those people to be from various programs
across Ontario. If you have a learner that would be
interested in doing this, please let us know! We will send
out a description of the course closer to the pilot date.

We would like to extend a huge thank you to our advisory
group who continues to amaze us with their support and
wisdom that they offer to us! We have resumed our
monthly meetings and look forward to a successful pilot!

Our Empowerment Through Learning program fall
sessions will begin the end of September. The program
uses the KET PBS pre-GED workbooks. We are currently
accepting registrations for our day time and evening
sessions. Courses are offered online through CENTRA
twice a week and can be accessed from your centre or
from the learner's home computer at
www,siouxhudsonliteracy.com . Not familiar with
CENTRA? We also offer mentor training sessions to help
mentors become familiar with CENTRA and how we use
it in the e-channel delivery. Even if you have used
CENTRA for an occasional meeting, this course will get
you ready to introduce your learners to CENTRA! If you
are interested in taking this session, please go to our
website at www.siouxhudsonliteracy.com and fill out
our registration form!

Want to increase your contact hours? Remember that
although the learner is taking a course onling, if the
learner is sitting in YOUR centre — YOU get to count the
contact hours! We have also found that an increase in
onsite contact hours also results from learners requesting
help with homework given from our online courses!

For more information about our programs or to discuss
how to get your program online contact us at 1 866 550



0697 or by email lindaschaab@hotmail.com. We have
brochures and posters that we can send to your agency
for your information and to promote the upcoming series!

Linda Wright

IN MEMORIAM :

LICKERS, Norma Elva - Passed away w
peacefully at her home on her 59th birthday, "
Saturday August 25, 2007. Elva was a strong w
advocate and coordinator of Literacy in her "
community since 1990. Elva made a difference
in the lives of many. .

She supported the vision of the Ontario Native &
Literacy Coalition and will continue to be inour =
thoughts and prayers. Our hearts go out to .
Elva’s family in this difficult time. "

Learners’ Section

Books Written by Learners

Here are 2 books that were written by adult learners in
BC. The book specs and the ordering info is included.

Why Did It Happen To Me? by Carla Frenchy

This is the moving story of Carla's first pregnancy, when
she learns that her baby's brain is not growing the way it

should, and the baby will not live more than 24 hours.
She turns to her family for support and advice, but keeps
asking, "why did it happen to my baby? Why did it have
to happen to me?" 16 pages in length with 11 black and
white photos cost: $7

More Like a Camp-Out by Monica Dick

This is the story of a young woman who decides to take
four little kids on a walk in the woods, "to wear out some
energy." Things don't go as planned, however, and it is
only Monica's cool head and her reliance on First Nations
teachings that keep them safe. "My parents told me trees
are our ancestors. When the trees brush you it's like a
grandmother touching you and saying, 'you're okay."
Monica is from the Cowichan Tribes in Duncan BC. 29
pages,12 black and white photos cost: $7.

To order, send your name, phone #, mailing address,
how many of each book you would like to order, plus a
cheque for the amount to Vicki Noonan,

Malaspina University-College, 222 Cowichan Way,
Duncan, BC V9L 6P4

The Reason | Returned To School

Hello! My name is Michel Bird. | used to attend high
school in Hearst, Ontario. It was called Ecole Secondaire
Hearst High School. It was a good school, it was well-
organized. | dropped out at the age of eighteen. | tried to
go back to school at age nineteen, but | was having
troubles at the time. | was heavily into drugs and alcohol.
| had low self-esteem and | felt that | wouldn't be able to
finish school because of the crap | was in. So eventually,
| quit school. | am now 37 years old and | enrolled myself
in a literacy and basic skills program. Things have
changed, | have support from my mom and my sister. My
goals include: finishing the ACE program and finding a
good job after the ACE program. | get free bus tickets
from the Native Friendship Centre, so | can get to school
everyday. | don't do drugs anymore and I'm trying to stay
off the alcohol. 1 live by myself and am able to live
independently. | am also doing well financially. |



remember | never really had any role models when | was
nineteen, but now | do. One of them was and still is my
brother who finished school and went to college. Iamin
this literacy and basic skills program to learn. | want to
upgrade my mathematical and literacy skills. | want to do
what | wasn't able to do in my younger years.

Meegwetch,
Michel Bird

Untitled

| came to school at the Native Friendship Centre because
| needed to upgrade my writing, math, English and
reading. It has been a struggle for me to learn because |
didn’t listen in school ( in Kashechewan elementary). Just
mostly fooled around and got into trouble. When | was in
grade 3, | was failing and to repeat grade 3. And when |
was in grade 8, | was failing again and the principal and
my grade 8 teacher had a meeting and decided to let me
pass grade 8. Mostly, when | was in elementary, | always
went to special ed. to do homework because | was falling
behind.

When | was in high school in Kash, I only went to school
for 2 years and got two credits. | decided to drop out of
high school because the work was difficult and | got
easily frustrated. | didn't ask for help and the students
were loud, so | dropped out.

In June of 2004, my mother graduated from high school.
My mother decided to go back to school in the year 2000.
After my mother graduated from high school, she decided
to go to college in Timmins. At the end of August 2004,
my whole family and | moved to Timmins. My mother
chose to take early childhood education because she
likes working with children. She will graduate in June
2007.

During my first year in Timmins, | didn't even go to
school. Since 2005, I've been coming to the Native
Friendship Centre. In October 2006, | chose to go to
Pace and | worked on math. On November 1, | decided to
drop out because | was falling behind, so | came back to
the Native Friendship centre to upgrade.

Emmanuel Friday Jr.

All throughout my years of education, I've struggled with
one subject that holds me back and that subject is math. |
don't get math, especially algebra and trigonometry. | just

barely passed my grade 12 math when | was in high
school. My favourite subjects were English and science. |
wish I could go back in time and smack the inventor of
math, smack him senseless.

Three years ago, | had a chance to complete my first year
of college, but the math frustrated me so, | didn’t show up
for school. I didn't bother to ask for help from my
professors. | thought, what's the use? | know why I'm not
good I'm not good in math, it's because | have these
negative thoughts inside my head, these evil forces that
are saying “What's the point in trying?” Sometimes, | feel
like I don’t even know myself, like this morning, | was
sitting at the back of the classroom thinking that were two
people of me — good and bad. The good trying to
succeed in life and the bad giving up all hope. Then |
started thinking about the negative evil forces that are
always going to be at me. They're going to come 100
percent. So if I'm not 100 percent pure hearted with
positive thoughts, I'm going to lose and fail. And that's
why I'm losing, I'm just as guilty for doing nothing as | am
for doing other things besides schoolwork.

I'm here at the Timmins Native Friendship Centre to
improve my math skills. | believe that all the bad things
you do come back to you. I'm going to suffer for all of the
bad things | do. | think that's why | suffer in math because
| tried avoiding it for so long now. | also believe that by
confronting our problems, we are that much closer to
solving them.

Author unknown




PROGRAM UPDATES

Premier Congratulates Literacy Award Winner
For Helping Build Opportunity For Ontarians In
The North

MONCTON — Premier Dalton McGuinty today thanked
Michelle Eady, recipient of the 2007 Council of the
Federation Literacy Award, for working tirelessly to help
adult learners in northern Ontario reach their full potential.

“Michelle Eady is a passionate and dedicated person who
helps others learn vital reading and writing skills,” said
Premier McGuinty. “I want to thank Mrs. Eady, and
people just like her across Ontario, for making a real
difference in people’s lives and for making our province
an even better place to live.”

This year's Council of the Federation Literacy Award
celebrates innovation in adult literacy. As a member of
the Sioux Hudson Literacy Council, Mrs. Eady led a pilot
project to reach adult learners in remote communities in
northwestern Ontario. Mrs. Eady helped create a
website to support Aboriginal learners and she developed
a number of distance learning courses.

Canada’s premiers created the Council of the Federation
Literacy Award in 2004 to recognize the importance of
literacy in building a vibrant society and strong economy.
Each province and territory presents an award to a
recipient who has done an outstanding job of promoting
adult literacy through learning, teaching, fundraising or
volunteering.

Winners of the award are chosen from a list of provincial
nominees by a panel of peers, including former winners
of the award. Mrs. Eady will be presented with a
medallion at a special ceremony later this year.

“Our government recognizes the connection between the
success of our province and the success of our people,”
said Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities Chris
Bentley. “We are grateful for innovators like Mrs. Eady
who introduce new ways to help people achieve their
potential.”

“We want to help everyone in Ontario build opportunity,
get a good job and climb the ladder of success,” said
Premier McGuinty. “We're going to keep working,

together with Ontarians, to ensure all our people have the
skills they need to reach their full potential so we can
build a stronger Ontario.”

* Congratulations Michelle from Everyone at the ONLC
and the programs. It's very rewarding to see one of our
own so recognized.

Canada Post 2007 Community
Literacy Awards

This year, the ONLC's very own Pat Powell won the
Canada Post 2007 Community Literacy Awards —
Educator in Ontario. Congratulations Pat!

Under Pat’s guidance, the Peterborough Native Learning
Program has evolved and expanded while providing
holistic training to help adult learners gain access to
further education, greater independence, and
employment opportunities. Through networking and
proposal writing, Pat has also raised funding to keep the
Program relevant and vibrant.

The Literacy Awards were established by Canada Post in
1993 as a means to celebrate the achievements of both
adult learners and those who have helped them learn to
read and write. By publicly acknowledging these efforts,
the Literacy Awards continue today to inspire thousands
of Canadians to improve their reading and writing skills
and to reach their personal literacy goals.

From left to right: Gene Adama — Canada Post Area Manager, Pat
Powell, Kell Seward — Woodview Post Manager, and Dan Boyd —
North Kawartha Municipal Council.

On August 15, 2007 the SCROLL program participated in
the annual Health Fair in our community. We set up our
display board loaded with our program information. We
had some math page handouts as well as Independent



Learning Center booklets and information about
Apprenticeships. Of course no table would be complete
without food and we had a fruit tray set up. In order to
get people to stop we had two draws one for a fruit
basket and one for guessing the correct number of straws
in a container. We researched some easy crafts on the
Internet and made friendship bracelets from embroidery
floss and baby food jar gardens. This is one way we do
outreach in our community.

Sharon George, SCROLL, Saugeen First Nation #29

News From Thunder Bay Indian
Friendship Centre

Anishnawbe Skills Development Program has lost Rita
Buffalo as Coordinator. Rita resigned this month due to
poor health. Her leaving is a blow to ASDP and Native
Literacy alike. She had put her life together after many
difficult challenges as a child and young adult, had gone
through the ASDP as an adult student, then was named
Program Assistant before becoming Coordinator in 2003.
Over the years, she has worked tirelessly for literacy for
native people. She was the first recipient of the Ontario
Council of Federation literacy Award, and this year's
Courage to Come Back Award. She has been interviewed
on CBC Radio and Television, and has been part of an
annual lobbying effort in Ottawa to get increased funding
and support for adult native literacy for several years. Rita
will be sorely missed by learners and staff, and by her
colleagues in the native stream of adult literacy. We wish
her all the best in her future, and a speedy and complete
recovery from her health challenges.

Peter Fergus-Moore has been named Coordinator of the
program. Nancy Ritch, originally from Marten Falls/Ogoki,
is Program Assistant in the meantime. Nancy has her
B.Ed. from North Bay Teachers College and has taught in
Aboriginal and Public Schools for a number of years. She
speaks Ojibway, which is a great asset to her work, and
brings a calm, warm presence to the ASDP.

This year, ASDP has nominated learner Gina Linklater to
attend Lakehead University’s Humanities 101 program.
Humanities 101 is a “try it out” university experience for
those who might not think of or otherwise be able to
attend university due to their life experience. Students are
recruited from social agencies, including ASDP, and
attend 1 evening a week for 8 weeks in the fall. Each
class is taught by a volunteering professor, in Social
Work, Aboriginal Studies, English, Music (!), Political
Science, Psychology and Environmental Education. Gina
is our third learner to attend Humanities 101, and will

have a terrific experience as well as a participation
certificate at the end of the program.

This year, Peter attended ONLC's last (hope not!) annual
gathering in North Bay this June. It was great to meet up
with colleagues and learners from last year's gathering,
and to make new acquaintances in the ONLC. Don
Burnstick’s talk was an inspiration. Hopefully, some
funding will surface for another annual gathering, or at
least a regional one for the northerners!

--Anishnawbe Skills Development Program,
Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre

News From Kenora

It is with great pleasure that | announce that Kenora, the
Kenamatewin Native Learning Centre in partnership with
Lake of the Woods Campus of Confederation College,
has been chosen as one of the ten communities in
Ontario to deliver Academic Upgrading programming.

Beginning September 12, 2007 and January 07, 2008,
this program is designed for 15-participants to attain their
Mature Student Test and/or General Equivalency
Diploma and access Apprenticeship, Pre-Apprenticeship
or Post-Secondary. The Kenamatewin Native Learning
Centre has had a waiting list of Students wanting to
access this alternative programming; many of them have
completed the Literacy and Basic Skills Levels program.
The Lake of the Woods Campus of Confederation
College will continue with Academic Upgrading and will
begin intake on Tuesday, September 4, 2007. The Lake
of the Woods Campus of Confederation College and
Independent Learning Centre of TV Ontario will be
providing access to Students at the College campus to
obtain Secondary Credit courses (Adult Education Credit
Programming is ending on August 30, 2007).

We look forward to a busy and rewarding year in Literacy
and Basic Skills, Employment Ontario Partnerships and
Academic Upgrading Alternative Education programming
at the Kenamatewin Native Learning Centre in Kenora
and encourage anyone interested to attend the
information session on September 12, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.

Katherine
Kenamatewin Native Learning Centre




NEW PRACTITIONERS

Since the last newsletter, there have been some program
staff additions and changes. There are new practitioners
in Timmins, Fort Erie and Niagara. Here is a little about
them. Please, lets help them to feel welcome.

Kirk Fournier Press Bio

Good day, my name is Kirk Fournier and | would like to
take this opportunity to introduce myself. As of
September 2007, | have been given the dual role as
Literacy and Basic Skills Instructor as well as Academic
and Career Entrance Instructor for the Timmins Native
Friendship Centre in Timmins, Ontario.

Initially, my early career path was quite different from
where | am now. My first career was as a radio
personality for radio stations across Canada and some in
the United States. After several years of being in
broadcasting, | felt | needed a change.

Through volunteer experiences, | was turned toward
pursuing social work and with great effort, | received a
dual diploma in social work / drug and alcohol counseling
(Honors / Valedictorian) from Northern College in
Timmins, Ontario.

Things took a drastic change when | was asked by our
local public school board to take a position as a Child and
Youth Worker / Educational Assistant. It was there that
my passion for teaching and learning became evident. |
am currently working on my Bachelors of Social Work as
well as my Bachelor of Education via correspondence.

| am happy and proud to represent the Timmins Native
Friendship Centre and look forward to a year where my
students and | will learn and grow together.

Here’s a pic of Kirk

Sarah Rochon Introduction

| have recently begun my position as The Niagara
Regional Native Centre’s Literacy Program Coordinator. |
have always been passionate about the process of
education, whether as a student or as an educator. Itis
with excitement and motivation that | begin this journey.

| graduated from Niagara University, this past May with a
Master of Science in Education. Previous to that |
attended Brock University and earned a degree in Child
and Youth Studies, with a Minor in Women’s Studies.
During this time | found myself becoming increasingly
interested in helping others make goals, both academic
and personal, while doing everything possible to ensure
that they are met.

My aspirations for the following year are numerous, but
obtainable. My classroom is located in downtown St.
Catharines, making the program accessible to everyone.
My current plans for the program include building a
substantial client base and presenting a program that
integrates Native culture into virtually every aspect of the
classes. Whether it is in Math or LBS lessons, | am
committed to presenting material to my students that is
relevant and meaningful to them. | am looking forward to
getting to know my clients and facing the challenges that
each day holds. It is my goal to build a community of
learning with my students, in which everyone is
comfortable to learn and grow as individuals.

Within my first few days of working at the centre, | quickly
discovered that the people with whom | am working are
generous and incredibly supportive. | look forward to
getting to know everyone involved with the ONLC.
Please feel free to contact me anytime, whether it is to
share some words of wisdom or to simply introduce
yourself.

As of August 30, 2007 | am the Literacy and Basic Skills
Coordinator at the Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre. My
name is Tanja Steinbach, Mi'kmag and have been living
in the Niagara region seven years.

Since 2004, | have been very busy in completing my
Bachelor of Education in Aboriginal Adult Education at
Brock University. Presently | am enrolled as a Master’s
student in the faculty of Education. | will continue my
studies on a part-time basis while working here at the
Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre.



