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Executive Summary

For the past 18 years the ONLC has worked with, and supported, adult learning, literacy and essential skills in the Native stream.  One of its key areas of responsibility to the stream is to support Native literacy programs across Ontario to deliver quality services to adult Native learners who want to improve their lives by building their life, literacy and workforce essential skills. 

The ONLC is proposing a one year project to develop and implement a culturally appropriate Family Literacy program that meets the needs for the Native population in Ontario.  This program would be introduced initially in Native literacy programs across the province with the hope is that once it was well established the materials, and the training to use them, could be made available to other organizations such as Native Friendship Centres, community-based learning circles and other literacy organizations who serve, or would like to prepare to serve, Native adults both within Ontario and across Canada.

This project will build upon the excellent framework of the A-LAPS (Aboriginal Literacy and Parenting Skills) and Parenting After Family Violence programs designed by educators Laureen MacKenzie and Elaine Cairns, through a collaboration between the Further Education Society of Alberta
 and Bow Valley College. ONLC will add to this body of material by developing additional activities as needed to fill any identified gaps.
During this project the educators from the Further Education Society of Alberta will be an integral part of the design team, facilitating the process and maintaining the integrity of their materials.  Funding pending, they will offer professional A-LAPS training early on in the project to enable practitioners to immediately begin introducing family literacy into their programs.  A working group of experienced practitioners will then join their design team to adapt the Parenting after Family Violence materials for Native use and decide what other materials need to be developed to make a comprehensive, Native-oriented Family Literacy program.  

All the resulting materials will be reviewed by an acknowledged expert in family literacy and essential skills articulation, such as Val Sadler or Linda Phillips, to assess their learner levels.  Given the current shift in Ontario from the LBS Matrix to the essential skills/IALS levels, the materials will be articulated to the more universal IALS levels.

Throughout this process Native practitioners will be involved using the A-LAPS resource, identifying any parts that might need to be modified, providing feedback on what additional materials should be created, and finally piloting the finished, fully-articulated Family Literacy program and making any final recommendations to the design team. 

This project will, of course, be monitored and evaluated by an outside evaluator with experience working with the Native community to ensure it meets clear outcome and success indicators and that all deliverables reflect a high standard of excellence.

With the support of the Further Education Society of Alberta, and funding from the National Office of Literacy and Learning, the Ontario Native Literacy Coalition will create the first Native-oriented, fully articulated Family Literacy Program in Ontario

