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Project Summary

ONLC sees a demonstrated need to make the task of initial, ongoing and exit assessment easier for Native practitioners & learners and to make assessment results more reliable and valid across the province.  This proposal will address that need and strengthen assessment practices in the Native stream by creating a culturally-specific version of the Common Assessment of Basic Skills (CABS) assessment tool.  
The Native population of Ontario is fluid.  There are documented migration patterns among reserves and between reserves and non-reserve/urban locations.  This makes the need for a truly common level of assessment vital if the ONLC is to fully support successful transitions for Native learners in this province.  

High practitioner turnover affects many Native LBS programs making it even more important that they have access to a simple, culturally-appropriate assessment tool that even less experienced practitioners can use to provide valid assessment results for learners anywhere in the province.

The CABS model was chosen because it is an excellent tool that has been widely used and validated by LBS programs, in Ontario and across Canada.  Literacy Link Eastern Ontario (LLEO) also sees the need for this new tool and has agreed to partner with the ONLC on this project.  Having access to their years of expertise with the CABS model makes creating a valid Native version of the resource clearly achievable.

