Moving Forward: Professional Development in the Native LBS Stream, 2006-07
Project Summary

ONLC proposes to hold a provincial training event in fall 2007 to provide 2½ days of quality, LBS-focused, culturally-appropriate training designed to meet the needs of practitioners, learners and the ministry. 
Past experience confirms that a provincial training conference is the most effective venue for delivering timely, consistent training on topics of common interest and/or provincial significance to practitioners and learners from the wide variety of urban and remote Native LBS programs located across the province.  

Practitioners will test their understanding of LBS levels and common assessment practices at the provincial level, building on work done at previous regional events, and discuss what next steps should be undertaken if consensus is not achieved.  This would be the ideal time to do additional work with common assessment, especially if any new assessment tools were available to the Native stream like the Native version of CABS proposed in a separate preliminary project proposal, “Enhancing Common Assessment in the Native Stream”.
Other training topics that have been suggested by Native practitioners and learners include more information on distance education, blended technology & AlphaRoute, how to retain LBS program staff, CIPMS, IMS, strategies to communicate and work more effectively with Native learners, and keeping learners in programs until they achieve their goals and successfully transition from LBS upgrading to success in their communities. ONLC would also like to include a ½ day, pre-conference, “LBS 101” training on the afternoon of the travel day, designed specifically to bring new practitioners together and prepare them for the conference.  

Actual content will be determined by available funding & what other training ONLC is able to offer in 2006-07.
