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Practitioner /Learner

Conference
Cambrian College, June 1st - June 4th, 2006

The 2006 Spring Training Conference drew staff from 23
of the 26 Native Literacy Programs, learners from the
programs, 1 representative from the Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities, all members of the ONLC
Board of Directors, a number of outside presenters and
2 staff from the ONLC.

According to evaluations, those in attendance found the
conference to be a great learning experience as well as
a good opportunity to meet new people and network with
other practitioners.

Workshops included Guiding Circles, Marketing Your
Program, FAS 101, Traditional Craft, Distance
Education, ONLC AGM, Traditional Native Teachings,
Social and Feast, Talking Circles

The ONLC was fortunate to have Ed Sackaney, an elder
from the area, to open and close the conference. Ed'’s
words of traditional wisdom were very enlightening.

The ONLC appreciates the practitioners who provided
workshops and facilitating the Talking Circles during the
conference as it really added to the success of the
training.

Thank you for all who attended the conference and took
the time to complete the evaluations. The ONLC will
use these evaluations to prepare for the next
conference.

Ningwakwe Learning Press

Ningwakwe Learning Press (NLP) is guided by the
'Principle of Seven Generations', which states that
every word spoken today and every action undertaken
today impacts on seven generations. As an
organization committed to the reclamation of Aboriginal
culture and traditions, NLP also abides by the

Seven Grandfather teachings of humility, wisdom, truth,
honesty, bravery, love and respect. Within this

context, NLP is focused on developing, publishing,
marketing and distributing learning materials and
curriculum that meet the needs of adult Native learners
in a holistic, culturally relevant way, consistent

with Literacy and Basic Skills guidelines.

Publication News Update:

A most recently completed literacy publication is the
“Aboriginal Literacy Curriculum Toolbox: Cultural
Philosophy, Curriculum Design & Strategies for Self-
Directed Learning by Janice Brant.” This book
outlines, in a clear straight forward way, how to utilize
cultural knowledge in the classroom. By tapping

into the full range of human experience, the author
provides the tools for helping Aboriginal learners



develop and find personal direction.

Several books are near to completion, notably
“Honouring our Peacekeepers”, which chronicles the
history and involvement of Aboriginals in the Military. A
forthcoming book the “Director’s Choice

Anthology” is well on it's way to publication.

The Ningwakwe Learning Press board of directors are:
+ Susan Bebonang (President)

+ Joanne Boyer (Vice-President)

+ Shane Tabobandung (Treasurer)

* Stewart Bennett

+ Nancy Cooper

* Orien Corbiere

* Arthur Sinclair

NLP Staff:

Bob Rice: Executive Director (recently inducted into the
Bobby Orr Hall of Fame)

Maria Morrison: Publishing Coordinator

Verniece Redlick: Bookkeeper/Accountant

Melissa Barber: Executive Assistant

Submitted by Orien Corbiere

ONLC Project Proposals

As of today, July 13t the MTCU/NLS has not issued its
annual call for proposals for literacy programs, projects,
or organizations. While community groups await some
kind of announcement, there are increasing concerns
about the impact of the delays and what they might
mean.

Michelle Corneau from AlphaPlus mentioned that a few
practitioners in their surveys felt that it would be good to
have something like School Net but with an Aboriginal
focus. Michelle has provided a web site for you to check
out.

http://www.schoolnet.ca/aboriginal/e/lesson-e.asp

Announcing a new website on
Learning and Violence

www.learningandviolence.net

In the aftermath or presence of violence, too many
women believe they cannot learn. This innovative
interactive site is a resource to support learning. Join us
to:

0 Build an Understanding of the scope of the
problem and of different forms of violence and
their impact on learning;

0 Explore Possibilities to learn differently, help
yourself and others learn, and take care of
yourself;

o0 Create Change by learning about new
initiatives in every sector of education and
finding others working on this issue;

0 Imagine a Future by dreaming with us about a
world without violence and inequality.

The website is just beginning. Bookmark it and
come back often to watch it evolve. Help build it.
Add your voice: share your knowledge from
learning, teaching and research in words and
images. Contact Jenny Horsman
Jenny@learningandviolence.net

This website is an initiative of Spiral Community
Resource Group/ and Parkdale Project Read, developed
with start up funding from the Adult Learning Knowledge
Centre of the Canadian Council on Learning.



Learner’s Section

The ONLC will devote a special section of every edition
of the Spider's Web newsletter to the learners in the
Native literacy programs. We will include articles of
interest to learners as well as provide a forum for their
talents. We hope programs will support this idea and
encourage learners to submit their work.

WE ARE ALL LEARNERS

In life we are constantly learning new skills, reclaiming
lost knowledge or refreshing our achieved basic skills
learned in academia.

The Wholistic approach to learning in the B.E.S.T.
Program, (Basic Education Starts Today) is attempting
to braid together the Basic Skills, Employable Skills and
Self Care, and Development into a braid of knowledge
for our path in life.

We always start from within. The first part of our braid is
our self care, development, or what we call our healing
path, our roots, our foundation our being as whole and
complete human beings. Once we have stability in our
life we can focus on our learning rather than just
surviving. Once our roots are firmly planted and able to
support us we can now start to grow.

The second part of our braid is our gifts. Our abilities,
our strength from our clan, our nation, our role and
responsibility in life, our resiliency and adaptability in life
to keep our culture and translate the mainstream
concepts into our reality. These are our employable
strength to give the foundation to grow and to achieve
our dreams.

The third part of the braid is our basic skills we learned
in mainstream. Our reading, writing and math. Our
need to walk in balance with our ancestors and our life in

the present. Technology, transition and fluid motion of
the world is part of the tools to be added to our bundle to
complete our braid of knowledge for our path in life to
keep our balance and awareness of who we are and
where we are and where we are going without giving up
our family, clan or nation. This is our need to walk in
balance with our ancestors and our life in the present.

Submitted by Theresa Sims

ONLC'’s Literacy Spring
Conference Experience
Learner’s Summary

My Journey To An ONLC

Workshop
June 1l-4, 2006

My journey really begins when my Practitioner, Theresa
Sims, gave me the confirmation that | would be traveling
with her to the literacy workshop in Sudbury. | counted

the days. | was so excited that the day was finally here.

The journey to this workshop was a long drive. We both
were very happy to finally reach our destination. Once
at our destination we made our way to the building
where the registration and informal social would take
place. The workshop organizers where very happy to
see us Windsor Gals finally make it. They almost gave
up on us arriving that evening.

My Practitioner had given me a project to do while at this
workshop. She gave me a disposable camera and a
journal book to document whatever photo’s | would take.
| began my project with great enthusiasm, taking
everyone’s photo. Taking candid shots of others was
fun.

The first morning walking to the building the workshop
would be held, I noticed the teepee and my heart filled
with great peace and joy. The workshop started with a
Traditional Native Elder doing an opening ceremony.
The native traditional opening | knew in my heart that
this workshop would be positive and great things learned
and shared.



| really enjoyed the Guiding Circles with Trina Maher,
Aboriginal H.R.D.C. Her session showed me that my
favourite things I like to do. It has been awhile since | did
some of them. | will be making changes and taking part
more in the things | like to do.

The Recruitment and Retention session gave me hope
that I too can achieve my goals with a lot of hard work
and determination to put my goals as a reality. The
program is only as good as | make it for myself.

Traditional Native Teachings with Joe Jones was
wonderful. Ilearned lots in this sharing time. Having
this session in the teepee was heartfelt to me. Hope
that he can return for future ONLC workshops.

The session on Census, voting and how Statistics are
used to help native populations, parts of it was very
informative. If anything | took out of this session was
filling out the Census form was mandatory. By not filling
it out one would be subject to arrest or a fine. It made
me feel like the government was once again dictating to
us as Aboriginal People

Friday night's free time was spent going to supper with a
few of the Practitioners and Learners. That was a
delightful time. Following the supper some of us met in
the dorm’s common area to start on quilt squares. A call
for quilt squares to help alleviate discrimination and
violence against indigenous women in Canada and
acknowledging and honoring our pain and moving on to
healing. Alice Williams, an internationally renowned
quilter from Curve Lake First Nation is heading up this
project.

During the quilting session Theresa Sims with her strong
voice sang using the heartbeat of Mother Earth. This
attracted others to listen to this beautiful singer.

Saturday one of the sessions for the Learners was to
make a Native Traditional Craft that we would be
showing the practitioners how to this. Myself and
another Learner started the next session to explain to
the practitioners what the learners would be showing
them. Now the learners became the teachers. This
session went really well.

Saturday evening the learners and practitioners
attended a feast and drumming social at the Sudbury
Friendship Centre. There was a youth dance
presentation that was a big hit with those in attendance.
The food we shared was delicious and everyone had his

or her fill. The dance fever was in the air this evening as
many got up to dance to the heartbeat of Mother Earth.

Sunday sessions of Talking Circles gave the learners
and practitioners that time to give feedback on how we
all felt about the workshop and to suggest changes for
future ONLC workshops.

| am honoured that | was asked to attend this workshop.
One is never too old to return and gain their education.
What | learned there will stay with me forever, excellent
workshop!

Thanks to my practitioner Theresa Sims for inviting me
to attend. Thanks go out to Marnie Mcintosh and Ellen
Paterson with ONLC for making it possible for this
workshop to take place.

Submitted by Andrea Monkman

Learner, B.E.S.T. Program
Windsor ON

Pictures taken by Andrea Monkman at the 2006
Practitioners/Learners ONLC conference




JUST WHEN | WOULD GIVE
UP, YOU CAME ALONG

There you are

Wanting so badly to be there for me
Rearranging life's responsibilities
just to spend time with me in this place in time
And here | am

A desire to have all of you

The way | need you so

And you needing me

More today than ever before

To hold my hand

As you walk beside me

To tell me how much you love me
As you look deep inside my eyes
To kiss me softly

As you lie there next to me

To make me feel wanted

You are my world My everything
All I ever wanted in a mate

More than I've ever wished for

In a lover and a friend

It's the way you make me feel

How you're the only thing in my life that feels so
real

The way you care for me

The way you understand me

The way | feel inside

A constant certainty

Like I've never felt before

That through it all

You will always be the one

Nothing will ever change that

A thousand days could pass me by
And you will remain

The only one for me

Please remember

That you are and will be

All I ever need

Written by Theresa E, for a Friend

LEARNING AND 2005/2006

The Hamilton Native Learning Centre is located in a
classroom which has been modified to serve
approximately 8-12 students simultaneously and is
located on the HRIC's main floor. It is a teacher directed
program and delivers an LBS Program. Currently there
is an accredited teacher as well as a teaching Assistant
which deliver the Program.

In addition HRIC has it's own High School
Classroom Program serving Native students who
choose to attend school here. (SHAE Program)
Strengthening Hamilton's Aboriginal Education. It is
under the auspices of Sir John A. Macdonald High
School. Itis located in the basement of the Centre.
Teaching and learning takes place at the students' own
pace in a relaxed, culturally, friendly environment.
Students may take advantage of the services of an
Ontario certified teacher and the rest of the Centre staff.

***The meetings and AGM of the Ontario Native
Literacy Coalition which were held in Sudbury, during
the week of June 1-June 4, 2006, were well attended
and provided workshops which were necessary and
needed. Including 'learners' in the presentations and
overall was very well received and informative. ****

GROWING

Students may work on Basic Literacy, Computer,
English and Mathematical skills which enable them to
achieve their desired educational pathway, as well as
increasing their skill levels enabling the student to grow.
The local LBS Program is successful and necessary.

SHAE is accredited through it's direct involvement
with Sir John A. MacDonald High School, here in
Hamilton. Students are able to work towards their
Secondary School Graduation Diploma. Native cultural
components are incorporated into the program in order
to ensure that the learning is holistic in nature. Native
crafts, field trips, the sharing circle, basic Mother tongue
language development and traditional cooking are
offered.

The SHAE Program is administered by Sir John A.
Macdonald High School here in Hamilton, and is funded
under their direct umbrella

We acknowledge the support of the National Literacy
Secretariat for the production of this brochure.



