




students. Most of them are on the road to getting the
GED. They work at their own pace with our one to one
instructor, Karen McClain, who has over 25 years of
experience as a Native educator. Karen works 30 hours
a week and I’m paid for 35 hours and work about 42 a
week. We are it in terms of the staff, except for my
husband, Bryant, who provides technical support for us
on a weekly basis. Technology is not my forte, nor is it
Karen’s so I’m glad we have access to someone who
can help us out when our systems aren’t working. We
have 7 computers altogether, and 5 are dedicated to
student use. All of them have Internet access and are
also networked for printing purposes. It’s surprising what
can go wrong with so few computers! We make a really
good team because of our range of professional and life
skills. Karen’s a qualified teacher and I have a mixed
background in business administration and behaviour
management. Bryant was an employment counsellor for
many years and a life skills coach. We really enjoy our
work and try to help the students in whatever way we
can. We play a very strong advocacy role for our
students in terms of fair treatment with the social
assistance system, landlords, and employers. We have
a serious problem in our fair city with affordable housing
and many of our students cannot feed themselves and
their families everyday and keep their lodging. Several of
us (staff, board members and students) help with the
daily supper programs that are offered downtown.

My 4 children and Bryant’s 2 (3 girls and 3 boys) are all
grown and on their own, so I’ve got more time on my
hands than you who have young families. So, besides
co-ordinating things at the program (writing proposals,
doing assessments, IMS, managing the finances,
reporting to the Board, fund raising, tutoring, cleaning,
developing workshops, etc.) I’ve been able to offer the
field of Native literacy some training in the basics of
running an LBS program through Centra projects.
(Centra Training in LBS Fundamentals for the Native
Stream Phase I and II. These provide a good foundation
for people who are getting started, and those who may
need refreshers. Stored on Centra under public
recordings. Call me if you need help accessing this
training). I’m thrilled to find out that the ONLC has been
invited to submit a full proposal for a third Centra training
that I recommended. It’s going to feature three of the
best practices that are in place within Native literacy
programs. While you’re waiting for the next round of
training to happen, I’d like to extend an invitation to
contact me. I truly enjoy being a support to the field, so
please call me if you have any questions. Don’t struggle
out there wondering where to begin or why you can’t

figure things out. Please call me, or email me and if I
don’t know how to answer your questions I will do my
best to find out for you as quickly as I can.

Pat Powell
1(800) 211-6048
info@pnlp.org

Here’s a picture of Pat

Toronto Council Fire

Greetings,

Our neighbourhood has been undergoing some
changes. The City of Toronto has seen fit to do some
re-development in the Regent Park area and we have
watched and heard all of the excavating and
deconstruction over the past year or so. I’ve observed
changes at our LBS program since last spring that may
partially be due to the revitalization. We have had a
smaller concentration of referrals and intakes made to
youth from the community. Youth employment services
had been receiving generous funding which could
account for a loss in our clientele because we haven’t
received the same. We’re anticipating further changes
to youth services due to federal budget cuts. I can only
speculate that the MTCU’s call for proposals for
academic upgrading and the clawback for youth services
are related. Whether it is or not, this agency has taken
the cheese. The cultural centre has partnered with
George Brown College and will be delivering the OBS
program from this site starting in January 2007. Our
target group, as we’ve identified in the Literacy Services
Plan, initially will consist of employees from Council Fire
and other native service agencies. Some of the student
body will consist of our current LBS learners who have
been hesitant to transition into further education and
training. There will be a focus on workforce literacy &
math a well as computer graphics used for marketing,
presentations, reporting, etc. We are looking forward to
the community interest this new service will generate.



For the students that complete the OBS program, the
OSSD equivalency will facilitate their eligibility to apply
to college programs as well as various police & fire
departments.

Regards from Joan McDougall, Toronto Council Fire

Activist Biographies for
Learners

I was searching around on the AlphaPlus website, and
came across these books. They are from Grass Roots
Press, and it’s from their Activist Series. I went to the
website itself and checked out the samples pages. They
include lots of pictures, in a very easy to read format.
The literacy level is about an elementary Grade two
level. I found it enjoyable and informative. The list of
biographies include: Cesar Chavez, the Famous Five,
Jane Goodall, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa,
Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela, Louis Riel, David Suzuki,
and Harriet Tubman. I included the book covers. These
books can be borrowed from AlphaPlus or found for sale
at www.literacyservices.com/NEWPROD.htm

The ONLC will devote a special section of every edition
of the Spider’s Web newsletter to the learners in the
Native literacy programs. We will include articles of
interest to learners as well as provide a forum for their
talents. We hope programs will support this idea and
encourage learners to submit their work.

Aamjiwnaang Resource
Centre

Hi, my name is Daisy Clark. I’m a learner here at the
Aamjiwnaang Resource Centre in Sarnia, Ontario,
Canada. I am writing about what it’s like to be a native
aboriginal person in schools where the teachers don’t
like you because you’re a native person! I was always
being accused of something that I didn’t do, or disliked
because of my skin color. Teachers told me that French
is my second language and I had to take French. That’s
why I never really liked to go to school. I was always
being mistreated by the staff and kids at school. I used
to make up stories and lies so I didn’t have to go to
school. The only natives that went to my school were
my sisters and my brother and I.
All of the problems that I had were in my early childhood

years, which were in public school.

Now that I go to school on the reserve I am happier and
I know now that learning can be fun also. I like the
teachers here at the Adult Learning Centre. They try and
help me with my schooling as best as they can. I see my
family and friends here so I’m really happy that the
reserve started this program. But for the natives that still

Learner’s Section



have this problem in school, I would just stick it out as
best as you can and for it not to bother you and interfere
with your life. Try and be strong also and if it really
bothers you, then you could talk to someone about it in
your family.

Sugar Cookies
The Recipe

1 1/2 cups sugar
2/3 cup shortening or butter*
2 eggs
2 tablespoons milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 1/4 cups flour
2 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt

Early in the day or the day before:
In a large bowl cream the shortening and the sugar. Add
the eggs, extract, and milk. In a medium bowl mix the
dry ingredients with a wire whisk. Add the dry
ingredients to the large bowl. Mix with mixer until well

combined. With hands, shape dough into a ball. Wrap
with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 2 to 3 hours.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Lightly grease cookie
sheets. Roll** half or 1/3 dough at a time, keep the rest
refrigerated. For crisp cookies, roll dough, paper thin.
For softer cookies, roll 1/8 " to 1/4" thick.

With floured cookie cutter, cut into shapes. Re-roll
trimmings and cut.

Place cookies 1/2 inch apart on cookie sheets.
Decorate. Bake 8 minutes or until very light brown. With
pancake turner, remove cookies to racks; cool. Makes
about 6 dozen cookies.

* If you want "sturdy and tasty" cookies you should use
1/2 shortening and 1/2 butter. Shortening makes cookies
sturdy and butter makes them tasty.

** Rolling Hints: Roll the dough out BEFORE chilling
and then chill. I roll out my sugar cookie dough right after
it is mixed up between 2 sheets of waxed paper, place it
on to a flat baking sheet and put it in the fridge. Continue
until all the dough is rolled out, stacking the dough
sheets on top of the first one. You will go through a lot of
waxed paper, but the convenience is worth it. When
you're ready to cut them out, take out one sheet at a
time, peel off the top waxed paper, lightly rub some flour
onto the dough, replace the waxed paper and flip the
dough sheet over. Peel off the now top sheet of waxed
paper and you're ready to cut out your cookies. Collect
the dough scraps in a plastic baggie so they don't dry
out, re-roll when you have enough for a large sheet.
Reuse some of the waxed paper sheets for re-rolling the
scraps. A couple tips..... If the waxed paper slips on the
counter while rolling, wipe the counter with a damp cloth.
And while rolling the dough, sometimes the bottom
waxed paper wrinkles, flip over the dough and waxed
paper, release waxed paper and re-roll. This method of
rolling out cookie dough has been a real time and mess
saver.

“Give thanks for unknown
blessings already on their way."

-Native American saying



Working Alone in Native Lit-racy
(Sung to the tune of Winter Wonderland)

Telephones ring, you’re not listenin’!
It’s insane! (can’t wait for Christmas!)

It’s a wonder we’re here, af-ter all these years,
Workin’ alone in Native Lit-racy.

There’s Elaine, she’s doing fractions.
Then there’s Shane, he’s on the moose hunt.

Larry, Sue and Sam
have changed their training plans.
Workin’ alone in Native Lit-racy.

In the morning we will have a site visit.
We’ll pretend that everything’s ok.

She’ll ask for “Demonstrations?” we’ll say,
“No ma’am,

but we plan to get them started right away!”

Later on, we’ll perspire
She’s checking files and then inquires,

“Where’s your Ministry sign?
If you hang it, we’ll be fine!”

Workin’ alone in Native Lit-racy

To all of you out there
We hope you know we care!

You’re not alone in Native Lit-racy!

Season’s Greetings from Peterborough

We would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas &
best wishes for a Happy New Year.

Aamjiwnaang Alternative and Continuing
Education Program, Learners & Staff

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the
Students and Staff at the Kenamatewin Native
Learning Centre in Kenora

Season's Greetings and Best Wishes for a Happy
and Prosperous New Year.

From Sharon George at SCROLL, RR. 1,
Southampton, Ontario.


