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Task-Based Activity 
 

Interpreting Digital Text:  James Bartleman, Ontario’s first Aboriginal Lieutenant-
Governor 

  OALCF Link 
 

Relevant Goal Paths (Spirit-Vision):   
 

  EMPLOYMENT 

  INDEPENDENCE  

  POSTSECONDARY  

  SECONDARY SCHOOL CREDIT 

  APPRENTICESHIP 

Rationale:  Learners on the Employment, Independence, Postsecondary and Secondary 
Credit Goal Paths will be required to perform digital tasks, read/interpret text, and to 
express the messages of that text. 
 
 

 
               Learner Plan Link (Heart- Feeling): 
 
Learners on the Employment, Independence, Postsecondary and Secondary Credit Goal 
Paths often seek a positive cultural identity.  To read about an Aboriginal First Nations 
man, a member of the Mnjikaning First Nation in Southern Ontario, who has achieved a 
unique position (Lieutenant Governor of Ontario 2002-2007), while openly speaking about 
his experiences of poverty, racism and personal issues (depression), this TBA is designed to 
give learners a sense of hope. 
 

Task-Based Activity Description:   
Learners will access a text on James Bartleman from the Canadian Council on Learning 
website.  The text is approximately 3 pages (1,200 words).  Learners will answer questions 
about that text, one of which is a reflective question.  
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                Competency, Task Group and Level Indicator: (Mind - Knowledge)  
 
                LEVEL:                                                    

A1.3    B2.2 
B2.3 

      D.1   

 
 

Materials Required 
Computer with internet access 
Pen or pencil and eraser 
Question sheet 

 
Overview of Task (Body-Skills)  
 

Activity Introduction 
Discuss with the learner that this task-based activity is about the Honourable James K. 
Bartleman, a member of the Mnjikaning First Nation in Ontario.  Explain that Mr. Bartleman 
became Ontario’s first Aboriginal Lieutenant-Governor.  In this position, he made many 
contributions to Aboriginal literacy.  He had humble beginnings, and is open about his 
personal experience with recurring depression.  Learners will be asked to access a website, 
read about Mr. Bartleman and to answer some questions about him. 
 
New Words/Phrases 
Review the words/phrases and explain their meanings.  You may need to review additional 
words as the learner works through the activity. 
Instructions 
1. Have the learner fill in their name and the date.   
2. Have the learner complete the pre self-assessment.  
3. Review the Student Activity Sheet with the learner.   
4. When the learner has completed the activity, have him/her complete the post self-

assessment.   
5. After the learner has completed the task-based activity, complete the assessment 

section and review the results with the learner. 
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6. Discuss next steps with the learner. 

Extension Activities 
Ask the learner to do some research (reading, internet, interviews) and to highlight some of 
James Bartleman’s accomplishments since finishing his posting as Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ontario. 

 

 

Task-Based Activity:  Interpreting Text from a website:  James Bartleman, 
Ontario’s first Aboriginal Lieutenant-Governor 

 

Learner Name: _________________________________________          Date: ________________________ 

Pre self-assessment 

I need to improve my skills at reading texts to locate and connect ideas and information. 

❑ Yes 
❑ No 

I need to improve my skills at writing texts to describe/present information, ideas and 
opinions. 

❑ Yes 
❑ No 

I need to improve my skills at performing digital tasks. 

❑ Yes 
❑ No 

 

 

New Words 

Vice-regal position          aptitude                         aplomb 
Accolades                           social justice 
Investiture                         fervour 
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Assessment 
 

Task-Based Activity:  Interpreting Text from a website:  James Bartleman, Ontario’s 
first Aboriginal Lieutenant-Governor 

 
Learner Name: _____________________________________________   Date _______________________ 
 
Practitioner Name: _________________________________________ 
 

Performance Descriptors Needs Work Improving Excellent 

A1.2 
Makes connections between 
sentences and between 
paragraphs in a single text 

Scans text to locate information 

Reads more complex texts to 
locate a single piece of 
information 

Makes low-level inferences 

Follows the main events of 
descriptive, narrative, and 
informational texts 

Obtains information from 
detailed reading 

A1.3 
Integrates several pieces of 
information from texts 

Manages unfamiliar elements 
(e.g. vocabulary, context, topic) 
to complete tasks 

Identifies the purpose and 
relevance of texts 

Skims to get the gist of longer 
texts 

Follows the main events of 
descriptive, narrative, 
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informational, and persuasive 
texts 

Obtains information from 
detailed reading 

B2.2 
Writes texts to explain or 
describe 

Begins to sequence writing with 
some attention to organizing 
principles (e.g. time, 
importance) 

Connects ideas using paragraph 
structure 

Uses a limited range of 
vocabulary and punctuation 
appropriate to the task 

Begins to select words and tone 
appropriate to the task 

Begins to organize writing to 
communicate effectively 

B2.3 

Writes texts to present 
information, summarize, express 
opinions, present arguments, 
convey ideas, or persuade 

Manages unfamiliar elements 
(e.g. vocabulary, context, topic) 
to complete tasks 

Selects and uses vocabulary, 
tone, and structure appropriate 
to the task 

Organizes and sequences writing 
to communicate effectively 

Uses a variety of vocabulary, 
structures and approaches to 
convey main ideas with 
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supporting details 

D.1 
Follows apparent steps to 
complete tasks 

The learner needs to work on the following: 
 
 
 

This task was successfully completed ____ This task needs to be tried again ____ 
 

Practitioner Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 

Learner Comments: 
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Question Sheet: 

Make sure the computer’s internet connection is on.  In the web browser, enter the website 
http://www.ccl-cca.ca/ccl/Newsroom/Profiles/PILJamesBartleman.html  

Answer the following questions: 
 

1. Why did Bartleman’s family live in Port Carling instead of the neighbouring reserve. 
 
2. How did Bartleman’s grand-dad influence his life? 
 
3. In at least three paragraphs, describe some of the contributions Bartleman made to 

Aboriginal literacy. 
  

http://www.ccl-cca.ca/ccl/Newsroom/Profiles/PILJamesBartleman.html
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Answer Key 
1. Mr. Bartleman’s mother married a non-Native man so the family was not allowed to 

live on the neighboring reserve. 
 

2. James’s grandfather on his father’s side came to Canada with only an elementary 
school education.  He felt he lacked sufficient education to achieve many of his goals 
or to leave the small town in which they lived.  James’s granddad encouraged him to 
get an education so that James would not end up being a member of the rural poor. 

 
3. The paragraphs should touch on the following main points: 

a. Numerous efforts to encourage Aboriginal learning 
b. summer camps for First Nations children so increase their literacy 
c. Lieutenant Governor’s Book Program – more than one million used books went 

to First Nations communities 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Post self-assessment 

I think my skills have improved as a result of this activity.  

❑ Yes 
❑ No 
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Answer Key 
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Profiles in Learning 

From Port Carling to Queen’s Park: James Bartleman’s journey  

March 29, 2007 

James Bartleman’s life story is part quest, part fairy tale. On one hand he has overcome 
formidable obstacles to achieve career success. On the other, he has been graced all his life 
with a natural drive to learn and improve—and has met with some astonishingly good luck 
throughout an extraordinary journey. 

Mr. Bartleman grew up in a humble, working-class family as a member of the Mnjikaning 
First Nation. Today, following a distinguished career in the Canadian Foreign Service, he 
serves as Ontario’s 27th Lieutenant Governor. He holds the highest Foreign Service rank of 
any Canadian aboriginal person and is the first native person in Ontario to hold a vice-regal 
position. 

He is renowned for his efforts as Lieutenant Governor to encourage aboriginal learning, to 
fight racism and to reduce the stigma of mental illness. In 2004, Mr. Bartleman initiated the 
Lieutenant Governor’s Book Program, which has collected more than one million used 
books to stock libraries in First Nations communities. In 2005, he organized summer camps 
for First Nations children with the purpose of increasing literacy and reducing mental 
illness and suicide. In recognition of his work he has received numerous accolades, 
including membership in the Order of Ontario and investiture as a Knight of Justice in the 
Order of St. John. 

A hardscrabble beginning 

Mr. Bartleman’s story begins in the Muskoka Lakes town of Port Carling where he was 
raised. The family was not permitted to live on the neighbouring Indian River reserve 
because Mr. Bartleman’s mother had married a non-native man. Living in Port Carling in 
the 1940s and 1950s meant racism was a part of their everyday lives. 

Mr. Bartleman knew from an early age that he aspired to something other—perhaps 
something greater—than the life his family had provided. Typical for children in the 1940s, 
he began to make money at the age of eight running paper routes after school, cutting grass 
and doing other odd jobs. 

“You didn’t need much education to trim trees and paint porches,” he says. “I was aware 
that if I didn’t get an education I was looking at a lifetime of this kind of labour.” 

What set Mr. Bartleman apart from his working-class peers was his family’s willingness to 
nurture his natural aptitude for reading from a young age. “When I opened a book I was 
able to travel wherever I wanted to go,” he explains. Port Carling had an excellent library 
and Mr. Bartleman was encouraged to spend a good deal of his time there. 

His most important influence growing up, however, was his paternal grandfather, a Scottish 
immigrant who had arrived in Canada as a young man with only an elementary school 
education. Although the elder Bartleman was a well-known union organizer and energetic 

http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/profiles/pr_chippewas_rama.html
http://www.chiefs-of-ontario.org/profiles/pr_chippewas_rama.html
http://www.lt.gov.on.ca/sections_english/welcome/hishonour_main.html
http://www.lt.gov.on.ca/sections_english/welcome/hishonour_main.html
http://www.orderofstjohn.org/frameset.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Carling%2C_Ontario
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champion of social justice, his lack of formal learning prevented him from achieving many 
of his goals. He never enjoyed living in small-town Ontario, but believed he lacked sufficient 
education to leave. 

“My Granddad always said ‘Get an education. You don’t want to live out your life as a 
member of the rural poor.’ His views had a tremendous impact on me.” Mr. Bartleman was 
a diligent student throughout elementary school and the pride of his mother’s family when 
he was the first among them to enter continuation school—the Port Carling equivalent of 
modern high school. 

“I had this blind faith that I would eventually get a first-rate education. It seemed 
inconceivable that I’d spend the rest of my days working as a labourer in Port Carling.” 

A lucky break 

Then one day, as the teenaged Bartleman tended the grounds of a cottage owned by 
wealthy American Robert Clause, his employer made him the offer of a lifetime: was he 
interested in pursuing Grade 13 and university? Mr. Clause was offering to pay for it. 

“My career would not have been as rich without his support,” says Mr. Bartleman. “And 
since my lifestyle and relatives had already taught me the value of getting an education, it’s 
no exaggeration to say his offer was made to the most eager student in town.” 

Mr. Bartleman entered university without any particular career goals. He loved history and 
international relations and pursued both subjects with fervour at the University of Western 
Ontario, where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree with honours. 

“I never cared about being rich,” he says. “Getting an education was just about pursuing my 
passions. I wanted an honest job that didn’t involve manual labour—and I wanted to 
travel.” 

Living his dream 

After graduation, Mr. Bartleman bought a one-way ticket to Europe. He landed in London 
and took a job with the British Council, where he was able to slip away from his desk and 
listen to in-house lectures about art, literature, British foreign policy, and the Foreign 
Service. The British Council librarian gave Mr. Bartleman tickets to spectacular London 
shows. He watched the Royal Philharmonic orchestra perform at Royal Albert Hall, and 
visited the city’s best art galleries. He was at St Paul’s Cathedral when Martin Luther King 
Jr. repeated his “I Have a Dream” speech. He waited in line for six hours to walk by Winston 
Churchill’s coffin in 1965. 

“It was among the most enriching times of my life,” says Mr. Bartleman. “A great deal of it 
happened because I was so enthusiastic about learning—any kind of learning. I decided 
then to join the Foreign Service because it seemed like the surest route to a life of travel 
and interesting experiences.” 

Mr. Bartleman wrote the Canadian Foreign Service exam in 1965, and joined in June 1966. 
He says he did not actively plan his career over the next 35 years; he took on with equal 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Albert_Hall
http://youtube.com/watch?v=PbUtL_0vAJk
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enthusiasm, the often difficult assignments that came his way. 

“After more than three decades in the Foreign Service I became an expert in at least a 
dozen specialties. The real lesson was that there was so much to learn from the people 
around me.” 

Some of Mr. Bartleman’s more memorable postings were Colombia, Cuba, Israel and 
Bangladesh. He learned Spanish, deepened his understanding about South Asian history 
and, through intensive study, became an expert on Judaism and Islam. He learned about 
development assistance, international terrorism, arms control and the unique history of the 
threat of Communism in the Caribbean during the late 1950s. 

He remembers a particularly intimidating assignment that he handled with characteristic 
aplomb: NATO named Mr. Bartleman as Canadian representative on a military/technical 
working group focussing on conventional troop reductions in Central Europe. 

“Well, I didn’t have a clue what that meant,” he laughs. “But I had a group of Colonels 
teaching me and briefing me. So in time, and with hard work, I became an expert on 
military technical matters.” 

In 1994 Prime Minister Jean Chrétien asked Mr. Bartleman to serve as Foreign Policy 
Advisor. He accepted the appointment with confidence; in many ways it was the 
culmination of three decades of experience with foreign policy and international affairs. 
“The Prime Minister could phone me up and I was there, ready, because of my learning.” 

  

 
 


