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Task-Based Activity 
 

Interpret Digital Text Hockey Coach Nolan 

  OALCF Link 
 

Relevant Goal Paths (Spirit-Vision):   
 

  EMPLOYMENT 

  INDEPENDENCE  

  POSTSECONDARY  

  SECONDARY SCHOOL CREDIT 

  APPRENTICESHIP 

Rationale: 
Learners on the Employment, Independence and Secondary School Credit Goal Paths will 
be required to read digital text and to answer questions about that text. 
 

 
               Learning Plan Link (Heart- Feeling): 
 
Learners on the Employment, Independence and Secondary School Credit Goal Paths often 
seek Aboriginal role models to help themselves keep focused when facing times of 
adversity.  Ted Nolan is a good role model in that he has turned a talent/passion into a 
career, and has overcome racism and adversity to become a highly respected hockey 
professional. 
 
 
 
 
 

Task-Based Activity Description:   
This task-based activity is based on a text from the internet.  It is a few paragraphs in 
length (approximately 450 words).  Learners will answer three questions on the text, 
designed to help them identify factors that may inspire them to continue to pursue their 
goals through difficult times. 
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                Competency, Task Group and Level Indicator: (Mind - Knowledge)  
 
                LEVEL:                                                    

A1.2    B2.2       D1   
 

Materials Required 
Pen or pencil and eraser 
Computer with an internet connection 
Question Sheet 

 
Overview of Task (Body-Skills)  
 

Activity Introduction:  Discuss with the learner that Hockey Coach Ted Nolan came from 
humble beginnings in a small First Nations community in northern Ontario.  Ted is open 
about the fact that he was not the biggest nor strongest player, but that it was his desire to 
make it to the NHL that got him there.  Discuss with the learner that they will be given an 
internet link where they will find information about Coach Nolan, and to answer questions 
about that text. 
 
New Words/Phrases 
Review the words/phrases and explain their meanings.  You may need to review additional 
words as the learner works through the activity. 
Instructions 
1. Have the learner fill in their name and the date.   
2. Have the learner complete the pre self-assessment.  
3. Review the Student Activity Sheet with the learner.   
4. When the learner has completed the activity, have him/her complete the post self-

assessment.   
5. After the learner has completed the task-based activity, complete the assessment 

section and review the results with the learner. 
6. Discuss next steps with the learner. 

Extension Activities  Have the learner do further research about Ted Nolan and write a 
short story about what he has accomplished in the past few years. 
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Task-Based Activity:  Interpret Digital Text Hockey Coach Nolan 

 

Learner Name: _________________________________________          Date: ________________________ 

Pre self-assessment 

I need to improve my skills at reading text to locate details. 

 Yes 
 No 

I need to improve my skills at writing texts to convey information and ideas. 

 Yes 
 No 

I need to improve my skills at performing simple digital tasks. 

 Yes 
 No 

 

New Words 

adversity 
embarked 
42-21-3 season 
round robin tournament 
mediocre 
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Assessment 

 

Task-Based Activity:  Interpret Digital Text Hockey Coach Nolan 

 
Learner Name: _____________________________________________   Date _______________________ 
 
Practitioner Name: _________________________________________ 
 

Performance Descriptors Needs Work Improving Excellent 
A1.2 
Makes connections between 
sentences and between 
paragraphs in a single text 

Scans text to locate information 

Locates multiple pieces of 
information in simple texts 

Reads more complex texts to 
locate a single piece of 
information 

Makes low-level inferences 

Follows the main events of 
descriptive, narrative, and 
informational texts 

Obtains information from 
detailed reading 

B2.2 
Writes texts to explain or 
describe 

Conveys intended meaning on 
familiar topics for a limited 
range of purposes and audiences 

Begins to sequence writing with 
some attention to organizing 
principles (e.g. time, 
importance) 

Connects ideas using paragraph 
structure 
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Uses a limited range of 
vocabulary and punctuation 
appropriate to the task 

Begins to select words and tone 
appropriate to the task 

Begins to organize writing to 
communicate effectively 

D1 
Follows simple prompts 

Follows apparent steps to 
complete tasks 

The learner needs to work on the following: 
 
 
 

This task was successfully completed ____ This task needs to be tried again ____ 
 

Practitioner Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 

Learner Comments: 
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Question Sheet 
Make sure the computer’s internet connection is on.  In the web browser, enter the website  
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0634361/bio  

 
Answer the following questions: 
1. Where was Ted Nolan born? 

 
2. Name 3 teams that he played for. 
 
3. In at least 3 paragraphs, describe some of Ted’s experiences as a hockey 

coach. 
 
 
Post self-assessment 

I think my skills have improved as a result of this activity.  

 Yes 
 No 

 
  

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0634361/bio
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Text – Ted Nolan 
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0634361/bio  

Date of Birth 7 April 1958 , Garden River Ojibwa First Nation Reserve, Ontario, Canada 

Ted Nolan has been in hockey as a player and coach. Through it all, he's seen many ups and 
downs, along with success and adversity in his lifetime. Born in 7 April 1958, Garden River 
Ojibwa First Nation Reserve, Ontario, Canada. Ted's passion for hockey started at an early 
age. He lived in a house with no running water, so when he made his outdoor rink, he had 
to go to the outdoor hand pump and make it one pail at a time. When he and his brother 
Steven played hockey, they had to play on separate lines, because they shared the same 
pair of gloves and stick. 

As he grew older, in the 1975-76 season, he played for the Kenora Thistles. Unfortunately 
he's had to deal with racism. Ted has found himself fighting for respect on the first day he 
tried out for the team and received many racist taunts by the home fans throughout the 
season. 

The next season, he played for the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds of the Ontario Hockey 
Association, where he spent the next two seasons and spent time with teammates and 
future NHL players Craig Hartsburg Greg Millen and Wayne Gretzky. 

In 1978, Ted was drafted by the Detroit Red Wings in the fifth round, 78th overall. After his 
Major Junior career came to an end, Ted embarked on a professional career that saw most 
of his career in the minors, but he appeared in 79 NHL games with the Detroit Red Wings 
and the Pittsburgh Penguins. Ted has said, he wasn't a good skater, or stick-handler, nor 
was he the biggest or toughest player, but what got him to the National Hockey League was 
his desire to be there. 

Injuries put an end to his playing career, but he returned to his Major Junior team, the Soo 
Ste Marie Greyhounds to coach as a mid-season replacement in the 1988-89 season. After a 
rough start, in the 1990-91 season, he lead the Greyhounds to a 42-21-3 season, the 
Ontario Hockey League Championship and a trip to Quebec City Quebec to represent the 
OHL in the 1991 Memorial Cup tournament. The 'Hounds were the first team eliminated. 

Some people have said after the Greyhounds defeated the defending OHL and Memorial 
Cup Champion Oshawa Generals, lead by Eric Lindros, the 'Hounds had nothing left in their 
"gas tanks" as that was a hard fought series and it took everything they had to win it. 

The next season, Ted lead the 'Hounds to another Ontario Hockey League Championship 
and to their second appearance to the 1992 Memorial Cup Tournament in Seattle, 
Washington. In the tournament, the 'Hounds went undefeated in the round robin 
tournament, defeating the Seattle Thunderbirds and the Kamloops Blazers of the Western 
Hockey League and Verdun College Francais of the Quebec Major Junior hockey League, 
giving them a berth into the Memorial Cup Final. In the final, the 'Hounds faced the 
Kamloops Blazers and lost in the dying seconds of regulation when Zac Boyer scored the 
game winning goal for the Blazers. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0634361/bio
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?birth_monthday=4-7&refine=birth_monthday&ref_=nmbio_ov_1
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?birth_year=1958&ref_=nmbio_ov_2
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?birth_place=Garden%20River%20Ojibwa%20First%20Nation%20Reserve%2C%20Ontario%2C%20Canada&ref_=nmbio_ov_3
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In the 1992-93 season, the third time became the charm for Ted and the Greyhounds as 
they won the Memorial Cup Championship in their home rink, the Soo Gardens. 

Considered a "player's coach", players on the Greyhounds have said that Ted Nolan is the 
best coach they've ever had. 

By 1994, Ted found himself in the National Hockey League once again; first as assistant 
coach of the Hartford Whalers, then as Head Coach of the Buffalo Sabres. In the two seasons 
with the Sabres, he takes a mediocre to bad team and changes them into playoff 
contenders. The Sabres under Nolan were considered the hardest working team in the 
National Hockey League. He was chosen the winner of the Jack Adams award for coach of 
the year. 

Along with success in Buffalo, Ted Nolan has faced adversity. He and the team's star 
goaltender Dominek Hasek didn't agree with Nolan's coaching philosophy and his 
relationship with General Manager John Muckler was stormy and it eventually lead to 
Muckler's firing. At the end of the 1996-97 season, Ted was offered a one-year contract. He 
felt that the Sabres didn't want him and he turned it down. 

After he left the Sabres, he figured other offers would come his way. He received an offer to 
coach the Tampa Bay Lightning, but he turned it down, because there would be no place for 
his two sons, Brandon and Jordan to play hockey in Florida. After that there were no offers. 
Some people have said Ted Nolan Nolan has been "blackballed" by the NHL and is labeled 
as a 'GM Killer" due to his problems in Buffalo with John Muckler. Some people have said 
it's racism. Whatever the case may be, Ted Nolan spent his time away from coaching in the 
National Hockey League, by working on the Rose Nolan Memorial Scholarship fund, named 
in honor of his late mother who along with his father taught him to be proud of his heritage. 
Ted was asked to coach a team of young Aboriginal Players to represent the Assembly of 
First Nations in an international tournament, where they would participate as a separate 
nation. 

In 2005, Ted received a call from the Moncton Wildcats of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League to coach their team. Many wondered if Ted would be capable to coach in a league 
where he has no experience; He's been out of coaching for eight years and can he turn a 
struggling team the previous season into winners, in a year the city will host the 2006 
Memorial Cup where the Wildcats will receive automatic berth into the tournament as 
hosts. 

Nolan silenced his doubters by leading the wildcats to their best season ever, with a 52-15 
record, winning the Quebec League Championship and going into the Memorial Cup 
Tournament as more than just the host team. 

In the final, they faced the Quebec Remparts, lead by former NHL goaltender, Patrick Roy. 
Although the Wildcats outshot the Remparts by a ratio of 2:1, the Wildcats lost 6-2. 

After the season, Ted Nolan was given the opportunity to coach once again in the National 
Hockey League, with the New York Islanders. Initially, in January of 2006, Ted was given 
the chance to become the coach of the Islanders, but he turned it down, citing his 
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commitment to coach the Wildcats for the season. The Islanders have been another 
struggling team but time will tell if Ted Nolan can turn the fortunes of the Islanders around. 
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Answer Key 
1. Ted was born at the Garden River First Nation. 

 
2. Ted played for the Kenora Thistles, Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds and the Detroit 

Red Wings. 
 

3. Answers will vary with the learner, but may include Ted’s leading the Soo 
Greyhounds to the OHL Championship, as well as the Memorial Cup Tournament. 
Jack Adams award for coach of the year – coaching a team to represent the 
Assembly of First Nations in an international tournament. 


